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    Trinity Sunday 
 

6:1
In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a 

throne, high and lofty; and the hem of his robe filled the temple. 

2
Seraphs were in attendance above him; each had six wings: with 

two they covered their faces, and with two they covered their feet, 

and with two they flew. 
3
And one called to another and said: 

‘Holy, Holy, Holy is the LORD of hosts; 

the whole earth is full of his glory.’ 

4
The pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of those who called, 

and the house filled with smoke. 
5
And I said: ‘Woe is me! I am lost, 

for I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean 

lips; yet my eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts!’ 

6
Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a live coal that had 

been taken from the altar with a pair of tongs. 
7
The seraph touched 

my mouth with it and said: ‘Now that this has touched your lips, 

your guilt has departed and your sin is blotted out.’ 
8
Then I heard the 

voice of the Lord saying, ‘Whom shall I send, and who will go 

for us?’ And I said, ‘Here am I; send me!’ 

 (Isaiah 6:1-8; NRSV) 

“Holy, Holy, Holy is the LORD!” 

 Trinity, Holy Trinity, Triune God, Three in One. These words 

and expressions always open our curiosity and difficulties to fully 

understanding the holiness of our God. Father is God but is not Son. 

Son is God but is not the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is God but is not 

Father. But Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are three persons; they are 

one in the perfect unity and accord, and they are “Holy, Holy, Holy…, 

Holy is the LORD.” Looking for the best explanation of the character 

of our God, I would like to focus on Isaiah’s vision of God in the 

Temple, from Isaiah 6:1-8, NRSV.  

 These eight verses of the Scripture speak about very few 

subjects. They are important and paint an image of “Holy, Holy, 

Holy…, GOD.” From many colors of single paints, through places 

and historical context and the personal engagement of Isaiah in that 

event, we are grasped to see an image that became an art. A source of 

inspiration, humility, faithfulness, and discipleship. This image is 

partly enhanced by voice: “Holy, Holy, Holy is the LORD of hosts; 

the whole earth is full of his glory.”  

Isaiah told us of his vision that happened “In the year that King 

Uzziah died.” You see, King Uzziah became a king at sixteen years old. 

What is remarkable is that from the very beginning of his reign, he 

fortified cities, including Jerusalem, and became a highly respected 

king of Juda, even by his enemies. Nobody wants to attack him and his 

kingdom. He reigned through fifty-two years. We can read in 2 

Chronicles 26, “He did what was right in the sight of the Lord.” 
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Nevertheless, pride draws him to his destruction. He forgets 

the meaning of “Holy, Holy, Holy…, is the LORD.” So, after fifty-

two years of prosperity, he was false to the Lord, his God, because of 

his pride. I remember the reactions of some visitors from Sweden 

when I read this passage. With a special distinction and volume of my 

voice, I read: “Holy, Holy, Holy is the LORD of hosts; the whole 

earth is full of his glory.” After service, one of the visitors wanted to 

talk with me. He was very moved and said: “I never read and 

understood these words in this way until today. Now I see that my God 

is “Holy, Holy, Holy…”    

Isaiah remembered that the Temple was full of God’s glory. 

There were Seraphs from Heaven. “Each had six wings: with two 

they covered their faces, and with two they covered their feet, and 

with two they flew. 
3
And one called to another and said: ‘Holy, 

Holy, Holy is the LORD of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory.” 

Suddenly, after this, Isaiah was engulfed by the fear of God, holiness, 

and the glory of God. His heart is trembling, and his mind cannot 

grasp the entire situation vividly. His heart simultaneously opened his 

mouth, and he with a broken heart declared a confession: “Woe is me! 

I am lost, for I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people 

of unclean lips; yet my eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts!” 

It is in the presence of God, even His glory, that Isaiah confessed. It 

was the start of a spiritual transformation. His broken heart, by sin, 

needs to be restored and created anew. Isaiah desperately needs 

forgiveness and restoration to be a humble child of God. We know 

that one of Seraphs “holding a live coal that had been taken from the 

altar (…) touched Isaiah’s mouth with it and said: ‘Now that this has 

touched your lips, your guilt has departed and your sin is blotted out.’ 

What does this remind us? It reminds us about our confession of sins. 

We know that, before our God, we have nothing to hide. We are 

hopeless, but God unconditionally offers rescue and help, therefore 

send His Son to save us. We know that God the Father sent His Son, 

and His precious blood can save us. We need to be touched by Jesus’ 

blood. This image of Isaiah’s presence in the Temple shows a method 

of how God is merciful and full of grace. Do not think that I try to 

replace Jesus, our Savior, by Seraphs, not at all, but follow the pattern 

that God offers to you through the Holy Scriptures.  
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Isaiah went through a dynamic process of spiritual 

transformation. There was no room for calculations and debate. What 

if? Why? What will I gain, if? A true confession and the presence of 

God results in engulfing us by God’s love. We are ready to do 

everything that God calls us to do because we start from the “zero” 

ballast of the past. Here is one of the most beautiful images of spiritual 

vocation—a response to God’s voice. An action willingly serves God. 

Here is Isaiah; his hearing is clear, his mind is with no calculation, and 

his heart is created a new within him. ”8Then I heard the voice of the 

Lord saying, ‘Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?’ And I 

said, ‘Here am I; send me!” 

       You probably think that I twisted the subject of my sermon and 

that maybe I forgot that today is Trinity Sunday, and I reached a point 

when God’s voice calls out for faithful servants for His Kingdom. But 

I would like you to read what God said in the Temple before Isaiah’s 

response. “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” You see, 

God is speaking about Himself in the plural, “who will go for us?”  

No matter who you are and what you think; of one thing you 

have to be sure. When you reach the place where the glory of God is 

present and when God reverently is worshiping similarly to the 

Seraphs, and if you will be there, the presence of the Three, Father, 

Son, and the Holy Spirit, will bless you. You will experience those 

unique feelings of your sinfulness and you will confess your sins, but 

you will be forgiven. This is the way that God’s mercy and grace is 

revealed. Remember the Isaiah’s confession and God’s forgiveness. 

Remember, Jesus already paid a ransom for your sins; acknowledge it 

humbly. Your heart is renewed, you know a daily prayer, you attend a 

regular worship service, and now your daily life is with God. You are 

sure that the Holy Spirit will guide you wherever you go.  

      Isaiah’s story speaks about my life. You can be successful like 

king Uzziah for 52 years, but, more importantly, we need to know 

how to respond to our God, our Triune God, how to listen to God the 

Father, and surrender and submit yourself to Jesus. We need to be 

willing to be led by the Holy Spirit…, all THREE, but ONE, in unity 

and one accord. This is our God, “Holy, Holy, Holy…, is the LORD.”  

Amen. 


