
 ENTRANCE  

For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them. 

 (Matthew 18:20; 
NRSV

) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome and Announcements                 Pastor 

*Opening prayer                      

SPIRIT of GOD, we give YOU thanks for drawing near, for touching the world in the 

Savior’s birth. Help us draw near to YOU, as we prepare our hearts and our world for 

the justice and peace YOU bring. Guide our preparations for Christmas, as we share 

the Good News with those who suffer, and as we offer our friendship to those who 

are alone. Move within our hearts, as we make a way for YOUR coming, by forgiving 

others as we have been forgiven. Come, SPIRIT of GOD; be born in us anew, that we 

may live in YOUR mercy and YOUR grace. Amen. 

 

Music         “O Come, All Ye Faithfull” 

 PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD  

Scripture Reading    1 Thessalonians 5:16-24;         Pastor 

Concerns and Prayers/Lord’s Prayer              Pastor 

Special Music      “Mary Did You Know”          David Cost 

Message         1 Thessalonians 5:16-24;         Pastor 

“Rejoice Always, Pray Without Ceasing,  

Give Thanks In All Circumstances” 

 

 RESPONSE TO THE WORD  

Affirmation of Faith (for an individual affirmation in silence)  

Third Sunday of Advent – JOY    

We are GOD'S. We belong to The ONE who creates all things, in whose image all 

people are made. We are CHRIST'S. HE has loved us, healed us, called us and 

anointed us with HIS SPIRIT. We belong to HIS death and resurrection and ministry. 

We are the SPIRIT'S. We belong to the church, the Body of CHRIST. GOD gives us 

the gifts of forgiveness, resurrection, and eternal life, and the gift of participating 

in the healing of the world by GOD'S grace. As GOD'S beloved, we devote ourselves 

to GOD and to GOD'S will, wholly, joyfully and with the help of CHRIST. Amen! 

Prayer                         

The Celebration of the Holy Communion             Pastor 

 

 SENDING FORTH  

Music         “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee” 

If you would like to make a profession of faith, join the church, or simply pray at the altar,  

you may come during the closing hymn. We welcome you to our fellowship! 

*Charge & Benediction                   Pastor 

Offering    “Your offering can be put in an offering plate before leaving sanctuary”  

23
May the GOD of peace HIMSELF sanctify you entirely; and may your 

spirit and soul and body be kept sound and blameless at the coming of 

our LORD JESUS CHRIST. 
24

The ONE who calls you is faithful,  

and HE will do this. Amen. 

 

 



 In the Life of  our  STONEGATE Community 
Hello, Church Family. 

The unprecedented pandemic of COVID-19 kept and keeps us home, and in this Advent season, the 
situation is much worse than at the beginning of 2020. My daily devotional and weekly messages are 

published on our website at www.stonegatecpc.org 

After many talks last week, the Church Session, at my request, agreed to change the form of our 
Sunday Services until further notice. It will be a shorter Sunday Service led by your Pastor.  

December 20, 2020 – Fourth Sunday of Advent at 10:45 a.m. 

 I assure you that you are in my prayers.  

Be Strong, Never Give Up..., as for me and my household, we will serve 

the LORD. Good Days Will Return, And We Will Worship the LORD Together 

 

 

 

 

 

  For Our Guests   

 We are so thrilled to have you worship with us today.  

We truly hope you are encouraged and inspired to grow closer 

to GOD as we worship the true and living GOD together. 

 

 

 
                 

 

 

 

Some prayers, litanies, and other worship resources or their parts used in bulletin, except as noted, come: 

“From The Abingdon Worship Annual 2020 Edition, edited by Mary J. Scifres and B. J. Beu. Copyright © 

2019 by Abingdon Press. Used by permission.” and others come from unrecognized, unnamed resources, or 

are our own ideas. 

 

 

 

 

 WORSHIP LEADERS  

Rev. Dr. Mark Marian Sontowski, Pastor 

Phyllis Turner, Pianist 

Andy Turner & Pam Brown, Worship Leaders 

David Cost, Special Music 

Ricky Tipps, Welcome and Announcements  

17101 North Western, Edmond, Oklahoma 73012 

www.stonegatecpc.org e-mail:stonegatecpc@gmail.com 

Office 405-340-7281 

 

 

 

THEME   IDEAS  

Hope, Peace and Joy join in a chorus of encouragement to 

spiritual awakening. They direct our view to the future, as if 

to say with child-like excitement: “Christmas is almost here!” 

The Scripture proclaims that GOD’S SPIRIT has already begun 

implementing justice on the earth. The Apostle Paul calls us 

to rejoice and be grateful always. If we will listen to this 

chorus and add our voices to it, our hearts will surely be made 

ready for the birth of the Savior…, in our hearts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STONEGATE CHURCH   
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Sunday Worship Service at 10:45 am  

The Third Sunday of Advent,  DECEMBER 13, 2020 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Experience the Love of CHRIST in Community! 

http://www.stonegatecpc.org/
http://www.stonegatecpc.org/

